Organ preservation trials for laryngeal cancer.
Organ-preservation strategies include definitive radiation therapy alone, induction chemotherapy followed by radiotherapy, and concurrent chemoradiotherapy. Over the past decade, induction chemotherapy followed by radiotherapy has been the standard for the nonsurgical management of advanced laryngeal cancer. Over this same period, however, other nonsurgical strategies have been under evaluation. These approaches include radiotherapy with concurrent chemotherapy to take advantage of the radiosensitizing properties of most cytotoxic drugs with activity against squamous cell cancer, altered fractionation radiotherapy, and the incorporation of molecularly targeted therapeutics into multimodality treatment.